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How can we add equations and symbols on a website?

1. Add as a raster graphic image 
(JPG/PNG)

• Use a screen capture method.

• Does not require specific skills.

• Image will be blur if zoomed in
too much.

• Text cannot be selected.

• Screen reader cannot read it 
unless the alt text is added.

Example: https://www.popularmechanics.com/

https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/math/a30152083/solve-quadratic-equations/


2. Add as a vector graphic image 
(SVG/PDF)

• Image can be zoomed in 
without being pixelated.

• Require vector graphic skills.

• Text cannot be selected.

• Screen reader cannot read it 
unless the alt text is added.

Example: https://mathworld.wolfram.com

https://mathworld.wolfram.com/QuadraticEquation.html


3. Use fonts, symbols, superscript, 
and subscript

• Text can be zoomed in without 
being pixelated.

• Does not require specific skills.

• Selected equation will be 
pasted as a plain text.

• Screen reader will read it as a 
plain text. Example: https://byjus.com

https://byjus.com/maths/quadratics/


4. Upload a Word .docx file

• Use Equation or MathType

• Text can be zoomed in without 
being pixelated.

• Does not require specific skills.

• Screen reader will read the 
equation properly.

• Compatibility issues:
• Must open Word to view content.

• Mobile users often don’t have Word.
Example: https://www.siprep.org

https://www.siprep.org/uploaded/Math/PSATDocs/15SOLVINGQUADRATICEQUATIONS.doc


5. Use a web-compatible (accessible) 
math, such as LaTeX

• High compatibility across platforms.

• Text can be zoomed in without 
being pixelated.

• Screen reader will read the equation 
properly.

• Require specific skills.
Example: https://davenport.libguides.com

https://davenport.libguides.com/math-skills-overview/quadratic-equation
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